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YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY 





Power of a Thankful Spirit 
(1 Thess. 5:14-28. Sunday, November 12) 


EADING up to the Thanksgiving sea- 
son, we are to think this week about 
the power engendered by a thankful 
spirit. It should be emphasized in the 
presentation. of this topic that true 
thankfulness is not a one-day or one- 
season exercise. For the Christian, it 
should be an every day all-year-round 
attitude of heart and mind. 

One characteristic of ungodly and un- 
righteous men, as pointed out by Paul 
in Romans 1:18-23, is that, although 
confronted in the visible world with the 
unmistakable evidences of God’s eternal 
power and Godhead, they glorify Him 
not as God, neither are thankful. Ingrati- 
tude is a mark of a selfish, proud, un- 
reasoning, and rebellious heart. 


Ingratitude has often been recognized 
as contemptible. -Milton wrote: 


Swinish gluttony that 
Ne’er looks to Heav’n amidst his 
gorgeous feast, 
But with besotted, base ingratitude 
Crams, and blasphemes feeder. 
Shakespeare, in.“As You Like It,” says: 


Blow, blow thou winter wind! 
Thou art not so unkind 
As man’s ingratitude. 
Freeze, freeze, thou bitter sky, 
Thou dost not bite so nigh 
As benefits forgot. 

It is not strange, therefore, that both 
the Old and New Testaments are filled 
with reminders to be thankful—for food 
(Mark 8:1-9); for friends (Acts 28:13- 
16); for God’s unspeakable gift, the Lord 
Jesus (2 Cor. 9:15); for His grace (1 Cor. 
1:1-4); for victory over sin and unright- 
eousness (Rom. 7:25; 8:31-39); for bene- 
fits literally loaded upon us daily (Psa. 
68:19; 103:2; 116:12). 

However, in the Scripture portion as- 
signed for this week, we see that, not 
only for specific things, but “in every 
thing” (v. 18) we are to give thanks. 
Can this be possible? Are we to give 
thanks for the difficult things, for 
those circumstances and experiences that 
seem at the time to be unpleasant or 
unfortunate, as well as for the happy 
and agreeable things? God’s Word an- 
swers, “Yes.” The Christian who really 
trusts his Heavenly Father’s love and 
care and provision will look upon every 
circumstance and experience as from 
His loving hand and permitted by His 
all-wise concern and care. The experi- 
ence may be bitter and hard to bear, 
but the lesson to be learned from it may 
be rich and rewarding and one for which 
we can thank God. We may indeed look 
upon such trials asa “light affliction, 
which ‘is but for a moment,” but one 
which “worketh for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory” 
(2 Cor. 4:17). 

It is important to note in our topic’s 
Scripture portion the close association 
of rejoicing and prayer and thanksgiv- 
ing (vv. 16,17, 18). Here we have rejoic- 
ing evermore, praying without ceasing, 


838 (2) 





By JOHN W. LANE, Jr. 


and thanksgiving for all things—three 
seemingly impossible ultimates, and yet 
commanded for those who are the “chil- 
dren of the day” (v. 5). Obviously, re- 
joicing evermore is not the constant 
singing of praises, and praying without 
ceasing does not mean constantly repeat- 
ing prayers. Neither does giving thanks 
for everything mean continuous repeti- 
tion of thanks. Rather the thought here 
is that of being always full of thankful- 
ness, living in an attitude of spirit that 
sees God’s hand in every circumstance 
and condition in life and rejoicing in it. 
Ellicott translates verse 18 of this fifth 
chapter of 1 Thessalonians, “Give thanks 
always, for God has no wish to give you 
cause for sorrow: His will toward you 
is to fill you with thankfulness.” 

Upon a thankful, prayerful heart, sor- 
row and despondency can find no hold. 
With Paul, we may be “troubled on 
every side, yet not distressed; . . . per- 
plexed, but not in despair; cast down, 
but not destroyed” (2 Cor. 4:8, 9), al- 
ways rejoicing in the Lord (Phil. 4:4). 
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Times Winter Cruise 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES an- 

nounces its third winter cruise to 
the West Indies and South America, 
leaving New York on January 23, 1962. 
The cruise aboard the Canadian Pacific 
SS Empress of Canada will be for 15 
days and will include calls at Pointe-a- 
Pitre, St. Vincent, Curacao, Cristobal, 
Kingston, and Port-au-Prince. 


For anyone desiring a winter vaca- 
tion, this cruise will prove to be one of 
the finest. The previous two cruises 
sponsored by THe Sunpay ScHoo. Tres 
drew such expressions from the members 
of the party as: “More than I had antici- 
pated”; “What a magnificent cruise in 
every respect”; “I did so enjoy the 
Christian fellowship along with the 
perfect weather and delightful scenes.” 

The cruise returns to New York on 
Wednesday afternoon, February 7. A 
folder giving all details and costs is 
available for those who may be inter- 
ested. Send a card to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, a director of The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger 
will be with the cruise throughout. 

There will be interesting tours of 
Panama, Jamaica, and Haiti, as well as 
stops at other Caribbean islands. Suc- 
ceeding issues of THE Txuwes will in- 
clude more details about the many 
places to be visited on the cruise. 
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_ October 28, 1961 (Lesson for November 12) 


EDITORIALS __. 


“Peace as a River” 


EDICINE has made enormous strides in alleviating 
M pain and prolonging life. A Russian scientist predicts 
that space flights might even be used to prolong life. Doctors 
might prescribe space travel to treat many diseases and re- 
vitalize cells. He noted that after Yuri Gagarin’s flight, the 
Major felt brimful of energy and strength. 

But ‘why prolong life when it is a bore anyway? The 
doctors themselves realize this. ““The great sickness of our 
age is aimlessness, boredom, and lack of meaning and pur- 
pose in living,” said Dr. Dana L. Farnsworth, director of 
health services at Harvard University. 

Man’s need is not revitalized cells. Man’s need is a new 
creation. Man is dead in trespasses and sin. Man needs to 
be born again. Many of the proponents of peace of mind 
have mistakenly taught that conquering man’s boredom is a 
matter of correcting certain negative habits. To be sure, 
much practical help has been given about- how to meet per- 
plexing problems of our day, but the only real solution 
is to pass from death unto life through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Does this automatically solve the problem of boredom and 
aimlessness? Are Christians immune from this disease? No, 
Christians are not immune. Christians, who should find 
their sufficiency and purpose in the Lord Jesus Himself, are 
often bored because they are looking for satisfaction in the 
same way the unconverted are: in things, possessions, friends, 
entertainment, and recreation. 

This is why Christians do not have “peace as a river” 
(Isa. 48:18). This is why Christians are not. experiencing 
the outflow of living water that the Lord Jesus Christ prom- 
ised. Simply because they are not meeting the conditions: 
obedience and faith. They may have come to Jesus years 
ago for salvation, but they have never learned to obey Him 
at the cost of self or to trust Him to satisfy their deepest 
longings. For them, tragically, life is a bore. It is not 
“peace as a river,” vital, enriching, empowering. 

Aimlessness in the life of a Christian is sin. He must 
confess and discard his own selfish attempts at satisfaction 
and commit himself to the will of God. How hard it is to 
lay oneself completely at the disposal of the Lord, recogniz- 
ing our own inability to satisfy ourselves in the world. 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Behold, I freely give 
The living water; thirsty 0 
Stoop down, and drink, rm live.” 
I came to Jesus, and i drank 
Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
And now I live in Him. 
—Horatius Bonar 


The Right To Revolt 


H's a Christian the right under God to join a revolu- 
tionary movement for freedom and liberty against an 
oppressive government? Has he the right to take the law into 
his own hands and unite with others in insurrection? Would 
a Christian have been justified in joining the tragic, abortive, 
but glorious revolution in Hungary against the Communist 
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tyrant? What of Korea? the French Revolution? of the 
American War of Independence? This is a complex question. 
There is no simple answer. To follow the hot blood of 
patriotic emotion is no sufficient answer for the Christian. 

Do we have the right to rebel, to join an underground 
movement of ingurrection? Are we not limited to those 
avenues of protest that are provided by law or constitution? 
This raises the question whether a Christian can legitimately 
engage in civil disobedience. 

There is of course one exception, and that is when the 
tyranny of an oppressive government forbids the worship 
of God, or when it commands a course of action clearly 
contrary to Scripture. The higher law of obedience to 
God then sets aside in a particular instance obedience to 
such a government. “We ought to obey God rather than 
men.” Care must be exercised, however, in interpreting 
circumstances so as to make certain one does not equate - 
one’s desire for a certain course of action or a particular 
method as the will of God. 

A difficulty also occurs when in times of revolution or 
war there are two governments, the legal government and 
a de facto government which has come into existence as the 
revolutionaries have gained power. Then there is the case 
of a legal government in exile and the government of an 
army of occupation. Which government must a Christian 
obey? Which laws are obligatory? 

The Christian is not a free man. He is not at liberty to 
make independent decisions, or even to follow the dictates 
of his own conscience. He is limited to the sovereign will 
of God, which is declared in the Word of God, the Scrip- 
tures. This will and law of God is all embracive. There 
are no loopholes, no exceptions. The sovereign will of God 
is not, however, limited to the Christian, but extends 
throughout the universe. -God reigns and rules over all 
men and nations, over all things visible and invisible. 
Though man may rebel and refuse God’s will, this will is 
not frustrated or negated. God orders all things “after: the 
counsel of his own will.” Nothing happens without His 
permission. God alone is on the throne of the universe. 

Because God is God and rules over all, all governments 
and rulers are ordained and maintained by God. He sets 
one up and puts down another. Even the worst and cruelest 
of tyrants governs under the authority of God. God uses 
even these men to fulfill His eternal purpose. 

Because this is so, God has commanded Christians to sub- 
mit to governmental authority, regardless of its being good 
or bad. We are commanded to obey those who are in 
authority. This applied to Christians living under the 
Roman army of occupation under Emperor Nero. It applies 
equally to us today. We are commanded to pray for rulers, 
all of them, that they may govern justly and that we may 
live our lives in peace. 

To some Christians these are live issues in their day-by-day 
lives. They live in this situation. Perhaps for some of us 
this could become a vital question in the future. 

In all of this we have the example of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, “Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when 
he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to 
him that judgeth righteously” (1 Pet. 2:23). 
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THE TIMES News Survey 


The Story of the Week 


@ INTERCHURCH GROUP PRAYS, GOD 
WORKS.—In Grand Junction, Colo., an_ inter- 
church prayer group meets twice a month. It 
includes pastors and interested Christians (some 
of whom bring their unsaved friends) from the 
Methodist, Episcopal, Congregational, Baptist, 
and Pentecostal churches, the Church of God, 
and a nondenominational community church. 
They meet to sing, pray, and share what God 
is doing in their lives. The group has spon- 
sored several series of evangelistic meetings in 
different churches, and people have been won 
to the Lord. One pastor gave his heart to Jesus 
Christ and claimed Him as Lord, as a result of the 
prayers of a small group of Christians in his 
church and the witness of believers in the inter- 
church group. Since then he has started Sunday 
evening evangelistic services and is preaching 
Christ and the necessity of salvation through 
Him. The pastor wrote Romans 3:23; 6:23; John 
1:12; and Revelation 3:20 in the flyleaf of the 
Bible of one person, with the comment: “I didn’t 
learn these in seminary, but they certainly 
work!” There are definite signs that people are 
thirsting for more spiritual life and that they are 
getting beyond denominational concerns to 
share the Lord Jesus Christ together. 


@ UNBELIEVERS IN HEAVEN?—Yées, says the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. A. M. Ramsey, 
in a newspaper interview, in which he is re- 
ported as saying: “Heaven is also not a place to 
which we humans go in our present bodily state, 
nor is it a place for Christians only. Those who 
have led a good life on earth but found them- 
selves unable to believe in God will not be 
debarred from heaven. | expect to meet some 
present-day atheists there .. .” The Adam and 
Eve story? “That must now be regarded as a par- 
able, because it contradicts what geology tells 
us of the origin of the world, and what biology 
tells us of the evolution of the human race. But 
it is a true parable of the fact that in some early 
stage of his development man disobeyed God 
and lost fellowship with Him.” 


@ STAYING HOME ON SUNDAY COSTS.— 
The high school in Beckville, Texas, has a novel 
way of encouraging students to attend Sunday 
school and church. Each week a check is taken 
in each of the four classes to see what percentage 


of the pupils were in church or Sunday school. 
At the end of the school year the class with the 
lowest percentage provides the soft drinks for 
the high school picnic sponsored by the Studen 
Council. 


@ MOVIES’ 
search indicates that movies exert a greater 
influence on American young people than par- 
ents, even conscientious Christian parents, a 
National Council of Churches official has said, 
The Rev. D. J. Kliphardt, of the NCC’s Audio- 
Visual and Education Department, told a meet- 
ing of United Church Women in Chicago that, 
whatever their other faults, movies rate an 
A-plus in influence. He said that a study con- 
ducted by a staff member of a mid-western 
university’s research department showed that 
youngsters “learn more theology, life values, 
and patterns of conduct from the movie film than 
from the school, the church, or even the home. 
Even in the religious home the theatrical film 
has more influence in shaping young minds than 
the parents, regardless of how loving they may 
be and how adept at family discipline.” 


@ NAILS DATING FROM CHRIST'S TIME.— 


Seven tons of handmade nails, dating from 
Roman days, and believed.to be of the type used 
at the Crucifixion, have been unearthed at the 
site of an old Roman camp in Scotland. The 
nails, from six to sixteen inches long, were found 
at the site of an old Roman fort built in A.D. 83. 


@ GREEK EVANGELICAL ACQUITTED. — A 
Greek Court of Appeals has unanimously de- 
creed that the Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, an ordained 
Baptist minister, and executive secretary of the 
American Mission to the Greeks, has the right to 
use the word “reverend” before his name. A 
lower court had two years earlier convicted him 
of improperly using the term and had sentenced 
him to 45 days in prison. The charge was 
brought by the Greek Orthodox Church, which 
claimed only its priests had the right to be called 
“reverend.” . 
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Why Celebrate the Reformation? 


The real reason for the Reformation 
and what it means to us today 


By the Rev. PAUL WOOLLEY 


all believers, that of Christ him- 

self—a cause completely torn and 
trampled in your realm today.” These 
words of Calvin express the real reason 
for the Reformation. It happens that 
they were addressed to the king of 
France, Francis I. But they could have 
been addressed to many other European 
sovereigns and, indeed, to the Pope 
‘himself. For the trouble that made 
the Reformation necessary lay: right in 
the Church. 

The Church of Christ is made up of 
all of Christ’s people. It is organized 
here on earth in order that it may do 
the duty committed to it by the Lord 
—to proclaim the Gospel to all men 


I EMBRACE the common cause of 


and to nourish and teach believers with , 


the “sincere milk” of the Word (1 Pet. 
2:2). Through the centuries since 

Christ had ascended, a bone-eating cor- 
ruption had increasingly crippled and 
deformed that church so that the great 
organization, the Church of Rome was 
a spiritual monstrosity. Luther said 
that the Church had gone into a Baby- 
lonian captivity. He told people that 
it had built wall after wall to prevent 
the ordinary man from getting to Bib- 
lical truth. Some of the highest of 
‘these walls were the various’ sacra- 
ments of the’ Roman Church, which 
constituted a great system of salvation 
by works. Jesus said that men could 
approach God directly, could pray to 
God directly themselves. He told the 
story of the Pharisee and the publican 
(Luke 18:10-14) to show that what 
counted in getting to God was the atti- 
tude of the heart, not the external 
machinery of religion. 

But in the sixteenth century (and 
even today) the Church of Rome sep- 
arated man from God by an elaborate 
system of sacraments which, it said, 
man must use to win salvation. The 
indispensable sacrament to avoid the 
pains of purgatory was the sacrament 
of penance. The basic element of this 
sacrament involved doing good works 
to put credit entries on the account to 
balance off the debit entries that sin 
had made. These credit entries, if there 
were enough of them, would square 
the account for direct entrance to 
Heaven. 

The Church in the centuries before 
the Reformation had found a remark- 
able way to accelerate the process of 
Penance. By paying money to the 
Church, the character of the good works 
hecessary to balance off sin could be 
changed into forms much more con- 
venient to the sinner. In fact, just the 
Payment of the money itself could, by 
& transfer in Church-controlled ac- 
Counts, sometimes move souls imme- 


% 


The Rev. Mr. Woolley, Professor of 
Church History at Westminster Theo- 
logical Seminary, Philadelphia, pre- 
sents the basic facts of what actually 
took place in the Reformation from 
both the standpoint of history and the 
standpoint of theology. He shows 
the contrasts and similarities of the 
times of Luther and Calvin and ours. 








diately from purgatory to Heaven, the 
preachers claimed. 

Martin Luther began his life with an 
excellent education. He had originally 
intended to be a lawyer, but he changed 
his mind and decided to be a monk. 
The question of how to clear one’s 
conscience from the guilt of sin trou- 
bled him more and more as the years 
passed. He ‘suffered tremendous ag- 
onies of mind and soul the longer he 
lived. He saw that God demanded 
perfect righteousness for salvation. He 
knew that he was not righteous. The 
more he worked the more he saw that 
it was hopeless to try to catch up with 
God’s demands by his own actions. 

His monastic order had appointed 
him to teach the Bible in the new Uni- 
versity of Wittenberg. As he lectured 
on the Psalms and then on Paul’s Letter 
to the Romans, he made a discovery 
that was to revolutionize the face of 
the world. The discovery was that God 
offers to the sinner the righteousness of 
Christ to satisfy the requirements of 


God’s justice. And, best of all, God 
offers this freely, as a gift. It does not 
have to be earned. It does not have 


to be paid for with money. It does 
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not have to be paid for with goods or 
with effort. It is a completely free 
gift of God and one may have it by 
accepting it. It took Luther several 
years to understand the full depth of 
meaning of this, to realize that it meant 
liberty of soul, freedom to serve God 
happily, without fear. It is a joyful 
service with only Christ and‘ not the 
corrupt Church as one’s master. Ulti- 
mately Luther’s increasing understand- 
ing brought a remarkable experience 
to him personally when, in the tower 
of the monastery, he realized the depth 
of the meaning of this for himself and 
appropriated if. 

Luther had suffered the most violent 
pangs of remorse and regret before he 
understood the Gospel. But he had 
also seen the evil results of the teach- 
ing of the Roman Church in the lives 
of the people of the parish in Witten- 
berg. For Luther was a pastor, too, 
along with his university teaching and 
his other duties. The people bought 
indulgence papers, which they inter- 
preted as assuring them of God’s for- 
giveness because they had paid for 
them. Luther knew that the forgive- 
ness of God was only available to 
those who were genuinely sorry for 
their sinfulness and who wanted by 
God’s help to turn from sin. A change 
of heart, of intention, not a payment 
of money, was the key to a life of peace 
and assurance before God. 

So on October 31, 1517 Luther posted 
on the door of the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg, the usual academic notice 
board, a series of theological proposi- 
tions. He did not know it at the time, 
but from that day the Reformation was 
launched. “In a decisive way, the 
Protestant Reformation was .. . the re- 
sult of his theology” (W. Pauck: Luther, 
Lectures on Romans, p. xxxvi). 

This great movement of Reformation 
was not primarily a political move- 
ment or an economic movement. It 
was a theological movement. It told 
all of western Europe and, eventually, 
the whole world how to “get right 
with God.” This was not the first time 
it had happened. It is likely to hap- 
pen anywhere and any time that peo- 
ple are able to read the Bible for 
themselves without being told by some- 
one what it means. From time to time 
before Luther, men had seen for them- 
selves. Augustine was one such man, 
John Huss was one. Their witness to 
the church of all ages has been power- 
ful. But in the times in which they 
lived their immediate influence was 
severely limited. Not so in the case 
of Luther. He was heard all over 
Europe almost before he was ready to 


(Continued on page 849) 
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Salvation —the Promise of Eternal Life 
By the Rev. WILLIAM FITCH, Ph.D. 


ALVATION is the theme of the 

Bible. The whole Bible could be 

taken for our text as we think 
about salvation, for every part of the 
Bible contains and reveals the way of 
salvation. Always there is the same 
clear counsel. To men in the mass or 
to individual souls absolutely alone the 
same word is spoken. “Salvation is of 
the Lord” (Psa. 3:8). “He that findeth 
me, findeth life” (Prov. 8:35). This is 
the subject and this the song of every 
writer of the Holy Scriptures. En- 
trance into life means salvation from 
the Lord. We must therefore consider 
what the Bible teaches about salvation. 
We must discover what God’s plan of 
salvation is and on what conditions the 
gift of salvation may be received. Let 
us face these issues point by point, 
thinking, first of all, about the need for 
salvaticn, then of the plan of salvation, 
and, afterward about the response of 
man to the offer of salvation. 

In the first place, we must think of 
the need for salvation. There are of 
course times when it is not necessary to 
stress the need. By the grace of the 
Holy Spirit men may see their need. 
The Philippian jailer did. “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” That was his 
cry, a cry of desperate need; and Paul 
answered that cry simply and directly, 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved.” Paul preached 
Christ to him. He pointed him to the 
one who was able to meet his every 
need. He declared the sweetness and 
the fullness of the Gospel, which he 
well knew to be “the power of God 
unto salvation to every one that be- 
lieveth”. (Rom. 1:16). This man is un- 


der conviction of sin. The Holy Spirit . 


has come upon him and he now sees 
himself to be under the judgment of 
God and ripe for destruction. 


Sense of Sin Lost Today 
But it is seldom that this is seen. 
Our generation has largely lost the 
sense of sin and with that there has 
been a corresponding loss of all sense 
of need. “Modern man isn’t worrying 
about his sins”; wrote George Bernard 
Shaw, “Why should he?” In many cir- 
cles sin, or whatever sense of sin or 
guilt that a man may have, is regarded 
as a hangover from some distant past 
that can easily be solved by bettering 
man’s social or political or intellectual 
or material position. All that is needed 
is for man himself to “work out the 
beast, and let the ape and tiger die.” 
In spite of two world wars and a host 
of lesser conflicts, many still cling to a 
pathetic belief in the essential goodness 
of the human heart. 
To this situation we must bring the 
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Is there a remedy for sin? What is 

God’s provision for lost men? Take 

your Bible and study the plan of sal- 

vation as Dr. Fitch continues his 

series with answers to these age-old 
questions. 








Word of God. We must demonstrate 
that man’s greatest need is evident in 
this loss of the sense of need for God 
and for salvation. We must let the 
searchlight of truth play upon the cul- 
ture of our time, and we must press 
the proof that the tragic events of this 
century are completely demolishing its 
own favorite and most cherished phi- 
losophy. The Bible at every point 
teaches that this is a fallen world and 
that the course of this world is always 
toward error and evil, toward wars and 
destruction. This we must tell our gen- 
eration. We must proclaim that “sin, 
when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death” (Jas. 1:15). We must remind 








Then Shall We Know 
By E. Margaret Clarkson 


“Then shall I know even as also I am 
known” (1 Cor. 13:12). 


OW know we not the meaning of 
life’s sorrow, 
Now know we not the pattern God 


has planned, 
But comes the dawning of His glorious 
morrow— 
Then shall we know—then shall we 
understand. 
Now know we but in part our life’s 
long story,’ 
Now see we through a darkened glass 
and dim; 
Then shall we see our God in all His 
glory, 
Then shall we know as we are known 
of Him. 
Now know we but the sorrow and the 
sadness, 
Now know we but the loneliness and 
loss; 
Then shall we know the glory and the 
gladness, ; 
The crown shall rise in triumph o’er 
the cross. 


Then shall we know the love that 
passeth measure, 
Then shall we read the mysteries of 
grace; 
Then shall we know eternal truth and 
treasure, 
Then shall we see our Saviour, face 
to face! 


Courtesy Evangelical Christian, Toronto 





all men everywhere that unless they 
repent they “shall all ... perish” (Luke 
13:3). We must faithfully assert that 
sin is the destroyer of life, corrupt- 
ing, corroding, defiling everything it 
touches; and that no tinkering with the 
externals of things will be of any avail. 
Man needs salvation. This is the mes- 
sage men need to hear. 

Our Lord’s miracles illustrate this 
constantly. It was the need of men that 
drew Christ to them. Mark, at the be- 
ginning of his story, when he is record- 
ing our Lord’s ministry in Capernaum, 
tells how “at even when the sun did set, 
they brought unto him all that were 
diseased, and them that were possessed 
with devils. And all the city was 
gathered together at the door. And 
He healed many that were sick of 
divers diseases, and cast out many 
devils” (Mark 1:32-34). This was His 
gracious and untiring ministry. Where 
there was need, there was Jesus. “They 
that are whole,” He said Himself, “have 
no need of a physician, but they that 
are sick. I came not to call the right- 
eous, but sinners to repentance” (Mark 
2:17). Luke tells us that He spoke unto 
the people “of the kingdom of God, 
and healed them that had need of heal- 
ing” (Luke 9:11). It was always so. 


Sinners gathered round Thee, 
Lepers sought Thy face, 

None too vile or loathsome 
Por a Saviour’s grace. 


Biblical Promises of Salvation 

There is a plan of salvation, The 
whole Bible is full of the promise and 
the plan of salvation. Paul writes to 
Titus, his son in the faith, and his first 
words catch the glory of that divine 
plan—“in hope of eternal life, which 
God, that cannot lie, promised before 
the world began” (Titus 1:2). Before 
the first of time God planned the re- 
demption of the world. And that is 
the story of the love of God. 

On all the highways of the Bible 
there are signposts pointing on to the 
salvation of God. In the very moment 
in which man fell into sin, God prom- 
ised the Saviour. And through all the 
tortuous windings of man’s sinful his- 
tory there runs the straight and unde- 
viating highway of divine redemption. 
Listen to some of the wooing notes in 
the story of redeeming love: “He was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities” (Isa. 53:5). 
“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows” (v. 4). “O Lord, 
I will praise thee: though thou wast 
angry with me, thine anger is turned 
away, and thou comfortedst me. Be- 


‘hold, God is my salvation; I will trust, 


and not be afraid: for the Lord Je- 
hovah is my strength and my song; he 
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also is become my salvation” (12:1). 
“The Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost” (Luke 19: 
10). “For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should nof 
perish, but have everlasting life” (John 
3:16). The theme never alters. We 
are always being reminded that God, 
the Father Almighty, is pledged to rid 
the universe of sin, and that in order to 
do so He will send His only-begotten 
Son to take away the sins of the world. 

Small wonder then that after the 
disciples had seen such a Saviour as- 
cend in power and glory to the right 
hand of God, they are found on the 
streets of Jerusalem declaring, “God 
hath made that same Jesus, whom ye 
have crucified, both Lord and Christ” 
(Acts 2:36). They could not be si- 
lenced. “Whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 
2:21). This is their triumphant theme. 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 


Christ Came To Save 

At the heart of this plan of salvation 
is the Son of God, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. “God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world,” cries 
John, “but that the world through him 
might be saved” (John 3:17). This is 
why Christ came to Bethlehem. He 
came to save His people from their 
sins. There is no other explanation of 
His advent. “The Son of God was 
manifested, that he might destroy the 
works of the devil” (1 John 3:8). He 
was born to save. He was born to 
raise the sons of earth and born to give 
them second birth. This is the sal- 
vation of God—God’s plan from all 
eternity, promised before the world be- 
gan. 

The plan of redemption is beyond all 
human understanding. “Great is the 
mystery of godliness,” writes Paul to 
Timothy, “God was manifest in the 
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up 
into glory” (1 Tim. 3:16). How true! 
We shall never plumb the depths of the 
knowledge and the wisdom of God. 
Yet the plan itself is clear; so clear 
indeed that a little child can appre- 
hend it. There is a cross at the heart 
of the plan and on that cross the Son 
of God is lifted up to die. But why 
the cross? Well, there are many things 
that we could say in answer to that 
question but I know of no better an- 
Swer than the one given in one of the 
greatest hymns of the Church. Do you 
tfemember the hymn that Cecil Frances 
Alexander wrote? She was the wife 
of the Bishop of Londonderry in North- 
ern Ireland and as she sat by the win- 
dow looking away to the green hills 
beyond Derry city, she thought of an- 
other hill outside another city. One day 
she took up her pen and wrote: 

There is a green hill far away 
Without .a city wall, 


Where the dear Lord was crucified, 
Who died to save us all. 
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Then, as she reverently meditated upon 
the sufferings of the Saviour, her pen 
went on to write: 
We may not know, we-cannot tell 
What pains He had to bear; 


But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there. 


On to another stanza she moved, a verse 
of the loveliest poetry but also of the 
profoundest theology: 
He died that we might be forgiven, 
He died to make us good, 


That we ht go at last to heaven, 
Saved by His precious blood. 


This is why there is a cross at the heart 
of history. Christ died that men might 
be forgiven. He died so that men 
might be saved from evil and made 
good. He died in order to open the 
Kingdom of Heaven to all believers. 
The love of God and the sin of the 
world meet at the Cross. They meet 
there because God ordains it and be- 
cause the Son of God is offering Him- 
self a ransom for the sins of the whole 
world and is bearing their sins in His 
own body, bearing the judgment of a 
holy God om sin, standing in the sin- 
ners’ place, dying the death which is 
the wages of sin. “He hath made him 
to be sin for us,” writes Paul, “who 
knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him” (2 
Cor. 5:21). 

Because of this sacrifice, God. can 
justly forgive sin. “I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin 
no more” (Jer. 31:34). And more than 
that, God declares to all who believe in 
Jesus as Saviour and Lord that He will 
receive them and own them as His 
sons. “Behold, what manner of love 


the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God!” 
(1 John 3:1.) This is the end and 
goal of the plan of salvation. God 
moves out to deal with sin. He makes 
it possible for sin to be forgiven while 
He Himself remains “just, and the jus- 
tifier of him which believeth in Jesus” 
(Rom. 3:26). And where He finds such 
faith, He inbreathes His Holy Spirit 
and the soul is born from above. In 
this way, full redemption from the ef- 
fects of the fall is secured. This is the 
plan of salvation—a divine, miraculous, 
supernatural, beyond-all-understanding 
plan. 

One final note we must strike. We 
must consider the response of man to 
the offer of salvation. One day there 
came to our Lord a man who asked a 
strange question. “Lord, are there few 
that be saved?” (Luke 13:23.) To this 
our Lord replied: “Strive to enter in 
at the strait gate; for many, I say unto 
you, will seek to enter in, and shall not 
be able. When once the master of the 
house is risen up, and hath shut to the 
door, and ye begin to stand without, 
and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, 
Lord, open unto us; and he shall an- 
swer and say unto you, I know you not 
whence ye are” (vv. 24, 25). A strange 
reply! Yes, but one that reminds us how 
important it is to give most earnest 
heed to the message of the Gospel; re- 
minds us also that it is perilously easy 
to neglect God’s day of opportunity. 
The word our Lord employs is, “Strive 
to enter in.” The same emphasis is 
made by the writer of the Epistle to 
(Continued on page 851) 


Grand Old Reformation Hymn 


By VINCENT EDWARDS 


NLY a few years ago, if a tourist 
had knocked at the door of a cer- 
tain small cottage that overlooks Bal- 
moral Castle in Scotland, he might have 
come face to face with the man who, for 
over fifty years, played the organ at 
the church that the British Royal Fam- 
ily regularly attend whenever they visit 
their home in the Highlands. 

It goes without saying that this gen- 
tleman, Mr. Samuel Page, treasured 
vivid memories of his noble patrons. 
In the long time that he had charge of 
the music at Crathie Kirk, he beheld 
four kings and a queen take their places 
in the royal pew, along with all the 
princes and princesses. 

What an impressive picture that is 
for the imagination—those heads of a 
great state bowing in worship with the 
humblest of their subjects! They also 
took an active part in the hymn sing- 
ing. As Mr. Page sat in the kirk and 
played many of the old hymn tunes, 
he remembered how the kings would 
join their voices to the music, with the 
rest of the royal family. 

There was one hymn that became a 
special favorite of those successive sov- 
ereigns. Mr. Page first played it when 


he came to Crathie as a young musician 
of twenty-two. That was only a few 
months after Queen Victoria’s death, 
and little did he dream then how many 
times these stanzas would be requested 
in later years: 


All people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

Him serve with mirth, His praise forth-tell, 
Come ye before Him and rejoice. 


It stands to reason that any hymn 
that Shakespeare mentioned in his 
works is bound to be something of an 
antique. Since “Old Hundredth” is 
plainly referred to in The Merry Wives 
of Windsor, there are good grounds for 
believing this must be one of the oldest 
hymns in the English language. 

When the author, William Kethe, 
fashioned the grand old Puritan song 
from the 100th Psalm, the Protestant 
Reformation was fighting for its very 
life. In those days, indeed, it seemed 
uncertain whether in Europe or even 
in Scotland the new faith would sur- 
vive. 

Happily, in that darkest hour, there 
was one place of refuge. This was 
Geneva in Switzerland where John Cal- 
vin and his followers held sway. 

(Continued on page 851) 
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THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 25:14 For the kingdom of heaven is as a man travel- 
ling into a far country, who called his own servants, and de- 
livered unto them his goods. 

15 And unto one he gave five talents, to another two, and 
to, another one; to every man according to his several abil- 
ity; and straightway took his journey. 

16 Then he that had received the five talents went and 
traded with the same, and made them other five talents. 

17 And likewise he that had received two, he also gained 
other two. 

18 But he that had received one went and digged in the 
earth, and hid his lord’s money. 

19 After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, and 
reckoneth with them. 

20 And so he that had received five talents came and 
brought other five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst 
unto me five talents: behold, I have gained beside them five 
talents more. 

21 His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful servant: thou hast- been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord. 





International Uniform Lesson 


GROWTH THROUGH STEWARDSHIP 
Matthew 23:1-36; 25:14-30; printed text, 25:14-29 


Golden Text.—I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 


reasonable service.—Rom. 12:1 


Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have 
gained two other talents beside them. ' 

23 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful 
servant; thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord. 

24 Then he which had received the one talent came and 
said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping 
where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast 
not strawed: 

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the 
earth: lo, there thou hast that is thine. 

26 His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked and 
slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed 
not, and gather where I have not strawed: 

27 Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to the 
exchangers, and then at my coming I should have received 
mine own with usury. 

28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it unto 
him which hath ten talents. 

29 For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he 
shall have abundance: but from him that hath not shall be 
taken away even that which he hath. 









22.He also that had received two talents came and said, 


national Council of Religious 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 
Ts BE a true Christian is serious 
business. It is infinitely more than 
being a mere professor of religion. 
There must be regeneration and the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit. Its impli- 
c&tions are actually revolutionary, for 
these cut directly across natural and 
worldly inclinations. 

While the worldling regards himself 
and all of his Possessions as being his 
own, and subject to his own authority 
and direction, the believer who is con- 
trolled by the Spirit and Word of God 
looks upon these as a stewardship. He 
holds these simply as a trustee. His 
body, his talents, his time, his energies 
and his material assets are recognized as 
belonging to the Lord, who: has bought 
him with His own precious blood. All 
are to be used for the glory of God and 
at His direction. 

Such an attitude carries with it an 
entirely new philosophy of life. It 
changes the center of gravity, as it were. 
The man who was once egocentric be- 
comes Christocentric. He discovers that 
his little earth is not the center of the 
solar system, but rather that it is merely 
one ‘of many small bodies that revolve 
around the great sun. This center and 
sun is God. True wisdom lies in the 
recognition that all must be held in 
proper relation to Christ alone. 
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Verse by Verse 

Matt. 25:14—“For the kingdom of 
heaven is as a man travelling into a far 
country, who called his own servants, 
and delivered unto them his goods.” 
The Lord was speaking in Matthew 24 
and 25 as God’s appointed prophet, and 
here He introduced the last of three 
parables that concern this present age 
of Christian profession in the light of 
His return (cf. chap. 24:45-51; 25:1-13). 
He Himself was the traveler, about to 
return to Heaven, the far country. The 
servants were His professed followers, 
and to these He entrusted His interests. 


Verse 15.—“And unto one he gave five 
talents, to another two, and to another 
one; to every man according to his 
several ability; and straightway took his 
journey.” It is important to notice here 
that the bestowment was not merely 
some natural ability, but rather some 


spiritual endowment in addition to this. 


The master’s talents were bestowed “ac- 
cording to” a particular ability already 
existing. This existing capacity deter- 
mined the amount of the bestowment, 
whether five, two, or one. 











Comfort for Dark Days 





“The Lord will strengthen him 
upon the bed of languishing: thou 
wilt make all his bed in his sick- 
ness” (Psa. 41:3). 




















Verse 16.—“Then he that had received 
the five talents went and traded .. . and 
made them other five talents.” The mas- 
ter having now gone, the servants went 
to work in the carrying out of their 
instructions. The five-talent man suc- 
ceeded, by trading, in doubling his 
original amount. 


Verse 17.—“‘And likewise he that had 
received two, he also gained other two.” 
This two-talent servant was. fully as’ 
successful as his colleague, for he also 
doubled his capital. 


Verse 18—“But he that had received 
one... digged in the earth, and hid his 
lord’s money.” Evidently this servant 
despised the small amount that he had 
received, and this contempt reached 
beyond the gift to the giver himself. 
Instead of investing it, he buried it. 

Verse 19.—“After a long time the lord 
of those servants cometh, and reckon- 
eth wih them.” At the close of the long 
period of service the master returns, 
and: with his return comes the day of 


‘ accounting. At the return of the Lord 


Jesus His servants will be manifested 
before His heavenly “judgment seat” 
(see 2 Cor. 5:10) in view of the divine 
appraisal of their service during His 
absence. 

Verse 20.—‘“. . . he that had received 
five talents came and brought other five 
talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst 
unto me five talents ...I have gained 
. .. five talents more.” There is deep 
satisfaction in the report of this stew- 
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ard. By the faithful employment of his 
gifts and opportunities he has been able 
to double his capital. 


Verse 21—‘“His lord said unto him, 
‘Well done, thou good and faithful serv- 
ant: thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy 
lord.” The unqualified commendation 
given here is based on both his goodness 
and faithfulness. He was good inasmuch 
as he discharged well his responsibility; 
faithful, inasmuch as he diligently ap- 
plied himself. The small responsibility 
was actually in view of a larger one, 
and the future Kingdom will be a place 
of enlargement and joyous activity. 


Verse 22.—“He also that had received 
two talents came and said,.Lord ...I 
have gained two other talents beside 
them.” This man has also doubled his 
original capital. 

Verse 23.—“His lord said unto him, 
Well done, good and faithful servant: 
thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many 
things: enter thou into the joy of thy 
lord.” Notice that exactly the same 
measure of approval is given here to 
this servant as was given to the one who 
had received over twice as many talents. 
The joy of the master is to be the very 
same joy as the servant’s. 


Verse 24—“Then he which had re- 
ceived the one talent came and said, Lord, 
I knew thee that thou art an hard man, 
reaping where thou hast not sown, and 
gathering where thou hast not strawed.” 
The wicked accusation of this man makes 
it abundantly plain that he never really 
knew the master at all. He was not a 
hard, covetous, or unreasonable lord. 
And it is probable that this abusive 
charge was in reality but a reflection 
of his own legal spirit and character. 


Verse 25—“And I was afraid, and 
went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, 
there thou hast that is thine.” This man 
had charged his master with unjust and 
unreasonable practices. If these charges 
really represented the servant’s convic- 
tions, we can understand how he would 
be fearful of such a master who would 


.Make no allowances in the event of 


failure on his part. 


Verse 26—“His lord answered ... 
Thou wicked and slothful servant, thou 
knewest that I reap where I sowed not, 
and gather where I have not strawed.” 
This is a righteous sentence of absolute 
condemnation. The man is both wicked 
and lazy. Such language could not be 
used of the mere backslider, but only 
of one who never knew the master. 
Taken upon his own ground, he is con- 
demned out of his own mouth. 


Verse 27.—“Thou oughtest therefore to 
have put my money to the exchangers, 
and then at my coming I should have 
received mine own with usury.” The 
indictment is a crushing one. He knew? 
Well, he therefore ought to have taken 
the logical course. Such a course would 
have yielded at least a margin of in- 
crease to the master, even if it involved 
no actual effort. 


Verse 28—“Take therefore the talent 
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Last Week’s Lesson 

6. November 5.—Growth in Christian 
Concern. Matthew 25:31-46; Ga- 

latians 6:1-6 


Next Week’s Lesson 
8. November 19.—Growth Through Self- 
discipline (Temperance). Matthew 
7:13, 14; Luke 9:23-25; Ephe- 
sians 4:25-32; 2 Peter 1:2-11; 
1 Corinthians 9:24-27- 








from him, and give it unto him which 
hath ten talents.” The penalty does not 
dispossess the guilty man of his original 
ability, but rather of that special talent, 
or spiritual opportunity for increase, that 
had been his. This is given to the ten- 
talent man, and it suggests that in the 
coming Kingdom there will be further 
opportunities for increase. 

Verse 29—“For unto every one that 
hath shall be given, and he shall have 
abundance: but from him that hath not 
shall be taken away even that which 
he hath.” The one who “hath” is he 
who has notably doubled his capital. 
Great abundance shall be his reward. 
But the man who has hidden his en- 
trusted opportunity, and buried it under 
his earthly ambitions, will lose both the 
original gift and also the capacity for 
gaining more. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

The offense of the scribes and Phari- 
sees was that although they knew much 
truth, they utterly refused to be con- 
trolled by it. Outwardly they paid lip 
service to it; inwardly they scorned it. 
The Lord’s burning, vivid, and descrip- 
tive metaphors served to effectively tear 
off the mask, and expose their miserable 
hypocrisy. 

The Lord’s return will not only bring 
recompense for the true servant but it 
will also bring retribution for the false 
ones. Those professed servants who at 
heart never really knew the gracious 
Master at all will be searched, silenced, 








Questions ‘for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


RIEFLY, what was the chief offense 
of the Pharisees? 

2. What is another term for steward? 

3. Who is pictured by the traveler to 
the far country? 

4. What did he entrust to his servants? 

5. What determined the amount of the 
talents entrusted? 

6. When was the day of reckoning? 

7. Why did the successful two-talent 
man receive exactly the same measure 
of approval as the five-talent man? 


For Discussion 

1. In a day when there are so many 
demands on our time, how can we exer- 
cise Christian stewardship in this area? 
How do we decide what is most im- 
portant? 

2. Does having a natural talent mean 
this is your spiritual gift? Why? 

3. What is the New Testament rule for 
stewardship of money? 


(Answers on page 848) 





and sentenced, Their true condition 
will then be openly manifested, and their 
just condemnation executed. Needless 
to say, these are not real Christians, even 
though they are called “servants.” They 
are simply judged on the ground that 


they assume. In this sense Judas was 


one of these. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The condemnation of the Pharisees 
(Matt. 23:1-36) 

2. The commission of the noblemen 
(25:14, 15) 

3. The conduct of the servants (vv. 16- 
18) 

4. The commendation and censure of the 
servants (vv. 19-29) 


Topics for Development 

Service Leads to Rule. As a steward, 
the Christian is one who has been left 
in this world to serve and advance the 
interests of another, even his Lord. Dur- 
ing the Lord’s absence each one has been 
given some special responsibility. And 
this is in addition to his natural endow- 
ments or capacities. In fact, this re- 
sponsibility is conferred in perfect 
accordance with that natural ability. 

Now the faithful discharge of this 
spiritual obligation will determine not 
only the measure of reward at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ (see 2 Cor. 5:10) 
but will also govern the position and 
sphere of service during the future reign 
of the Lord Jesus when the Kingdom 
of Heaven is established on earth in 
glorious manifestation. Faithful use of 
the talents now will regulate our ruler- 
ship then. Apprenticeship here will 
lead to managerial position there! 

The amounts of talents bestowed may 
differ. Some receive five, others two, 
and another one. But exactly the same 
recompense is open to all alike. The 
two-talent man who had doubled his 
capital received exactly the same ap- 
proval as the five-talent man who had 
also doubled his. It is conclusive, there- 
fore, that the Christian today with the 
smaller trust may win the same measure 
of praise as his more gifted brother. It 
is not the measure of the gift that deter- 
mines the reward of future rulership, but 
the servant’s faithful use of his talent for 
the absent Master. 

In what respects does this parable 
differ from the parable of Luke 19: 11-27? 


Practical Applications 

How may we “trade” our talents? 
For it is clear that it is just this that 
yields the increase. 

We suggest that trading is done by 
wisely using our opportunities for our 
Lord and unto His glory. Just as the 
deposit increases by use, so the sphere 
of service grows larger as we faithfully 
serve. The deacon, or ministering serv- 
ant, who ministers, taking advantage of 
each open door in dependence upon God, 
purchases “great boldness in the faith” 
(1 Tim. 3:13). For example, diligence in 
teaching that small and difficult Sunday 
school class may be God’s pathway that 
leads to the superintendency of the 
whole Sunday school before too long. 
The public giving of a personal testi- 
mony may well be a steppingstone to the 
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eventual preaching of a Gospel sermon. 
Diligence in the winning of a_ single 
soul to Christ could well lead to the 
winning of many to Him. 

Muscles that are not used soon become 
flabby. It is one of the laws of both 
nature and of the Kingdom of God that 
what we fail to use we soon lose. But 
it is equally true that we may increase 
our capabilities by employing and exer- 
cising them. This applies to both brain 
and physical muscles. And most cer- 
tainly it applies to our spiritual talents 
as well. Let us, therefore, be faithful 
and diligent in the use of our gifts and 
opportunities in view of our Lord’s glad 
approval and of our enlarged sphere of 
service when He takes over earth’s gov- 
ernment. 


Golden Text 

Rom. 12:1.—“I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, that 
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 
reasonable service.” Our bodies as well 
as our souls have been bought by the 
death of Christ. They therefore belong 
to Him. However, they are also ours, 
inasmuch as we are stewards. As stew- 
ards we are called upon to present them 
back to Him as a definite act of dedica- 
tion. Such is a holy, living sacrifice, 
acceptable, reasonable, and well-pleas- 
ing to God. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep Hymns 


“Let: Us With a Gladsome Mind” 
“Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult’ 
“Take My Life and Let It Be” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Heavenly Father, giver of every 
good gift, we thank Thee for Thy gift 
of life and all that supports it, but still 
more for the gift of eternal life through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. As we ponder 
His words in this lesson, make us care- 
ful to heed them, that for us they may 
prove to be indeed the words of life. 
Show us anew that we are not our own 
but Thine. Help us to live for Thee, 
gladly seeking to please Thee because 
we love Thee who hast first loved us. 
Give us hearts of compassion toward the 
sick, the lonely, the discouraged, and the 
sinful. Make us channels of Thy mercy 
to them. Bless and use all who work 
to make Christ known. Where the door 
is now shut to the Christian missionary, 
let it be opened. Disperse the hosts of 
darkness and let there be light wher- 
ever the night of siM and superstition 
enshrouds men. To world leaders give 
understanding of what is right and wise. 
Help them to discharge their duties, 
seeking Thine approval. Keep and guide 
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us; fill us with Thy Spirit, and use us 
for Thy glory; doing all we ask for 
Christ’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The three servants 
of this lesson are examples of all who 
claim to be Christians. The talents en- 
trusted to them stand for the gifts, abil- 
ities, privileges, and opportunities to 
serve God which He gives us. Not how 
much God has given us, but what we do 
with what He has entrusted to us is 
what matters. The one-talent man could 
have won his master’s praise as did the 
others. Instead he was blamed and 
punished just for doing nothing with 
his one talent. He was a servant in 
name only, not in life and action. By 
doing nothing to serve his lord, he lived 
as though he were his own master. Like 
him are people who are Christians only 
in name. Actually they live for self, 
not for God. The one-talent man was 
not charged with theft or murder. He 
was just a do-nothing servant and it 
was his ruin. But a do-nothing Chris- 
tianity is no Christianity and at the last 
the do-nothing Christian will be treated 
as no Christian at all. 

Let us each ask himself: Which will 
it be for me at the last, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant,” or, “Cast ye the un- 
profitable servant into outer darkness”? 
Wise people will lay this to heart and 
lose no time about trusting the Lord 
Jesus as Saviour and serving Him as 
Lord in the greatest cause to which any- 
one can give himself, the cause of the 
Gospel. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“...aman... called his own servants, 
and delivered unto them his goods” 
(Matt. 25:14). —Since the talents in this 
parable are called the benefactor’s 
“goods” (v. 14), and since he, himself, 
referred to them as “my money” (v. 27), 
let us look upon them, in the first in- 
stance, as material things. F 

All God’s intelligent creatures are His 
servants. All are privileged and re- 
sponsible to “seek the Lord, if haply 
they might feel after him, and find him” 
(Acts 17:27). All should heed the ex- 
hortation: “O come, let us worship and 
bow down: let us kneel before the Lord 
our maker” (Psa. 95:6). 

Some acknowledge their entire de- 
pendence upon God, while many others 
do not; hence we read of a “good and 
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faithful servant,” and a “wicked ang 
slothful servant.” ( 

All material wealth in the universe is 
the Lord’s. For example, He says: “The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine” 


(Hag. 2:8). “Every beast of the forest 
is [His] ... and the cattle upon a thou- 
sand hills” are His (Psa. 50:10). In 


fact, we read: “The earth is the Lord’s 
and the fulness thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein” (Psa. 24:1). 

All people, saved or unsaved, are only 
stewards. “Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights” (Jas, 
1:17). 

Unbelievers, agnostics, atheists are not 
exempt in this important matter. It 
was to an unbelieving, profane, yes, 
blasphemous king that Daniel said: “the 
God in whose hand thy breath is, and 
whose are all thy ways, hast thou hot 
glorified” (Dan. 5:23). Failure to 
glorify God in one’s life even in tem- 
poral things which are His “goods” and 
“money,” is a terrible sin of omission, 
for which judgment shall be meted out. 


“And unto one he gave five talents, 
to another two, and to another one” 
(Matt. 25:15).—Descriptive terms of 
wealth today seem to be “much,” 
“modest,” and “little.” “Unto whomso- 
ever much is given, of him shall be 
much required” (Luke 12:48). The tal- 
ents were not given for the gratification 
of the fleshly desires of the recipients. 
They were to be “traded with” (v. 16); 
or “put ... to the exchangers” (v. 27), 
so that the benefactor could in due time 
receive his own with interest. 

What a practical, joyous, and fruitful 
life it is to trade with the Master’s 
“goods” and “money,” to His advantage! 

Mary traded money or labor, for an 
alabaster box of “very costly” ointment 
with which to anoint her Lord for burial 
(John 12:3). 

John traded something for a home in 
which he was privileged to entertain the 
mother of Jesus (John 19:27). 

Dorcas traded something for needles, 
thread, and materials with which she 
made “coats and garments” for needy 
ones (Acts 9:39). 

Levi spent money for provisions, with 
which to make a great feast for his 
cronies, in order to have the Lord speak 
to them (Luke 5:29). 

John Mark's mother either inherited 
or bought a house sufficiently large for 
prayer meetings, as well as for her fam- 
ily’s needs (Acts 12:12). 

Gaius traded money, or its equivalent 
for transportation for servants of the 
Lord who wished to travel to regions 
beyond with the Gospel of Christ 
(3 John. 6). 

James must have spent considerable 
means to provide warmth and food for 
cold and hungry persons (Jas. 2:15, 16). 

Thank God for all Christian traders 
who are doing the same and similar 
things ‘today. 

We are not forgetting the fact that 
the Lord gives certain persons spiritual 
gifts (Rom. 12:6; 1 Cor. 14). And He 
gives gifted persons to the Church (Eph. 
4:11). But in whatever light the “tal- 
ents” are regarded, let it never be for- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES — 
















Se east 6 U6UWRPULS DB 


a 


onmHe mre se pre 


iz 


Posto f wp 


-ny 


a eee a ee ee ee ae ee ee ee Oe hele ee ae ee le ee. ee eee 








verse ig 
:: “The 
mine” 
: forest 
a thou- 
). In 
Lord’s 
id, and 
21) ‘ 
re only 
every 
cometh 
> (Jas, 


ire not 
or. it 
>, yes, 
l: “the 
S, and 
ou hot 
re to 
1 tem- 
s” and 
ission, 
d out, 
alents, 

one” 
as of 
nuch,” 
omso- 
all be 
ie tal- 
cation 
dients. 
r. 16); 
y. 27), 
> time 


uitful 
ister’s 
ntage! 
or an 
tment 
ourial 








gotten that we are only stewards of 
them. 

Stewardship not only relates to money 
matters, but also to our love, time, qual- 
ifications, knowledge of the truth—in 
fact, everything. 

A poor man once sought financial aid 
of a wealthy Christian woman. The 
woman made out a check for the desired 
amount, and, as she handed it to the 
man, told him that it was a gift—not a 
loan. Then she said, “This is more than 
God ever gave me.” The man looked 
at her in surprise and said, “Lady, I am 
surprised to hear you say that. You 
have abundance, and God has given you 
all you have.” She smiled and said, 
“I speak the truth, for God has not 
given me but lent unto me what I have, 
that I may in His name bestow it upon 
those who are in need.” 


. present your bodies .. . which is 
your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1) .— 
The Holy Spirit, through the Apostle 
Paul, would have believers know that 
even our bodies are not our own. We 
have been redeemed at infinite cost, 
and have been given the Holy Spirit, 
and all the “mercies” mentioned in Ro- 
mans 1 through 8; hence it becomes us 
to yield up our bodies as living sacri- 
fices to the will of God. 
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The Illustration Round Table 
Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, e on ~ MR School Times, 
$25 N. ea St., Philadelphia 5. 
A list of the lessons for the year 1962 
oy be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


One Candle Is Enough.—I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a liv- 
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service (Rom. 
12:1, Golden Text). Sometimes we can 
be so economical as to appear miserly. 
At the same time we would do well 
these days to follow the golden mean 
of thrift. “We will not get much here,” 
whispered a lady to her companion, as 
John Murray blew out one of the two 
candles by whose light he had been 
writing when they asked him if he 
would contribute to some benevolent 
cause that they were collecting for. He 
listened to their story and gave them a 
check for one hundred dollars. “Mr. 
Murray, I am agreeably surprised,” said 
the lady quoted, “I did not expect to 
get a cent from you.” The old Quaker 
asked the reason for her opinion; and 
when told, said, “That, ladies, is the 
Teason that I am able to let you have 
the hundred dollars. It is by practicing 
economy that I save up enough money 
with which to do charitable actions. 
One candle is enough to talk by!” In 
the great task of evangelizing the 


“homeland” and the fields of the world, 
those who support the work with their 
funds find that it means just this. An 
individual can only spend and give for 
the great work of missions as he denies 
himself of pleasures and luxuries to do 
so. “One candle is enough to talk by.” 
—From P. H. Advocate. Sent by Mrs: 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Who Owns the Time?—For the king- 
dom of heaven is as a man travelling into 
a far country, who called his own serv- 
ants, and delivered unto them his goods 
(Matt. 25:14). 

Steward only—never owner—of the time that 
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What, were God Himself the holder, would 
disposition be? 
This FA myself each morning, every noon 
an 


night, 
As I view I is gentle goodness with an ever 


new delight. 
—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. 


Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


.Thistledown.—To another one (Matt. 
25:15). There is a quotation from D. 
M. Panton’s writings in the 1951-1961 
Review of the Overseas Missionary Fel- 
lowship that suggests something all of 
us one-talent people can do. It runs as 
follows: “In scattering divine literature 
we liberate thistledown, laden with pre- 
cious seed, which blown by the winds 
of the Spirit, floats over the world. The 
printed page never flinches, never shows 
cowardice; it is never tempted to com- 
promise; it never tires, never grows dis- 
heartened; travels cheaply, and requires 
no hired hall; it works while we sleep; 
it never loses its temper, and it works 
long after we are dead. .. . The printed 
page is deathless; you can destroy one, 
but the press can reproduce millions. 
Nor let us forget the enormous electric 
voltage prayer can put behind it.”—Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


Better Never Late—But he that had 
received one went and digged in the 
earth, and hid his lord’s money (Matt. 
25:18). The editor has a friend who, at 
the age of sixty-seven, was ordained 
into the ministry of the Gospel of 
Christ. As he was about to leave his 
home for the ordination service, he said 
to his wife, “I’m late:’ “No, you’re not, 
Will,” she replied, “the service doesn’t 
begin for an hour, and it’s only a 
twenty-minute walk to the church.” 
“But I am late, dear,” our friend said; 
“forty years late; and I’ve wasted a lot 
of time.” ‘Will had received a call from 
the Lord when he was twenty-seven 
years old, but entered business instead 
at his father’s request. It is better to be 
late than never, but better to be on 
time. Has the Lord spoken to you about 
some act of service for Him?—From The 
Pilgrim. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. 

At Your Door.—I have gained beside 
them five talents more (Matt. 25:20). A 
rescue missionary was lecturing where 
he was unaccustomed to speak. He said 
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that every Christian, however poor or 
busy, could do personal work for Christ, 
if willing. After the lecture a woman 
said: “What can I do? I am a poor 
widow with five children to support. 
How can I find time to go to anyone 
about Christ?” “Does the milkman call 
at your house?” “Of course!” “Does 
the baker?” “Yes.” “Does the butcher?” 
“Yes,” was the curt reply—and the 
woman turned away. Two years after, 
the man of God spoke in the same place. 
After the service, a woman said, “I am 
the person who was vexed with you 
when you asked whether the milkman 
and baker and butcher visited me. But 
I went home to pray. God showed me 
my duty. Through my humble efforts 
five persons have been led to the Sav- 
iour, and they all are consistent work- 
ing members of the church.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


No Remarkable Success.—Well done, 
thou good and faithful servant (Matt. 
25:21). John Williams of Erromanga, 
speaking in Edinburgh, once thrilled a 
missionary meeting with an account of 
his wonderful work in the islands of the 
sea. After him a meek, trembling mis- 
sionary had to speak, and this is how 
he began: “My friends, I have no re- 
markable success to relate like Mr. Wil- 
liams. I have labored for Christ in a 
far-off sphere for years, and have seen 
but small results of my toil, but this is 
my comfort: When the Master comes to 
reckon with His servants, He will not 
say, ‘Well done thou good and success- 
ful servant,’ but ‘Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant!’ I have tried to 
be faithful.".—From Dr. J. D. Jones. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Rhos-on-Sea, Col- 
wyn Bay, N. Wales, Eng. 


Worth Burying—I was afraid, and 
went and hid thy talent in the earth 
(Matt. 25:25). There are men who pride 
themselves on their candor, and it de- 
generates into brutality. One such man 
said to John Wesley once, “Mr. Wesley, 
I pride myself on speaking my mind; 
that is my talent.” “Well,” said John 


Wesley, “the Lord wouldn’t mind if you 
buried that!”—From Dr. Griffith Thomas. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


Prize illustration. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


S SOON as we memorize Romans 
12:1, the Golden Text for today, I 
want to tell you a true story about a 
girl who did not present her body to 
the Lord. 

Jean came from a non-Christian home, 
but she was saved in a Sunday school 
I attended when she was about twelve 
years old. She was a lovable girl, and 
fond of children. She would say to a 
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younger child, “I like your new dress,” 
or some other remark that showed her 
interest. It was thought that Jean would 
make a good Sunday school teacher 
when she grew older. 

But after Jean finished high school 
she went. to work in an office full of 
worldly people. These persuaded her to 
go with them occasionally on Sunday 
excursions. She gradually stopped go- 
ing to church. Christian friends tried 
to get her back into touch with ‘the 
Lord, but she went more and more with 
her office friends until she was living 
entirely for the world. Some of those 
who knew her at that time did not 
believe that she had ever been born 
again, but those who knew of her testi- 
mony in her early teens, believed that 
she was a wandering child of God. 

Things went on in this way for some 
time. Then Jean suddenly took so ill 
that her life was in danger. Her uncle, 
who was an earnest Christian, visited 
her in the hospital. She said, “Do ask 
everyone to pray for me. If the Lord 
will only raise me up again, I will live 
for God.” 

He said, “Are you sure that you are 
truly saved?” 
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She said, “Oh, yes, I know that I was 
saved that time in Sunday scheol. But 
I have been very foolish. I have been 
living for the world, instead of for 
Christ. Do pray for me!” 

Much prayer was offered for her and 
she did recover. When she left the hos- 
pital she intended to go to church as 
soon as she was strong enough. But her 
worldly friends came to see her and 
talked her out of it. She told them she 
wanted to live differently. They said, 
“Don’t take life so seriously. You’ve 
never done anything really wrong. You 
just got scared -because you were so 
sick. Now that you are getting better, 
you'll soon have as much fun as ever. 
We're only young once, you know.” 

When Jean went back to the office, 
she again got into the swim of worldly 
events. She did not go back to church. 
Once more Christians asked, “Can she 
ever have been really born again?” 

Time went by. Then Jean became 
very ill again, and was rushed to the 
hospital. When her uncle visited her 
he said, “Many are praying that, if it 
is the Lord’s will, you may recover.” 

Jean replied, “It’s no use to pray for 
my recovery this time, for I know I’m 





“I’ve wasted my life.” 

He asked her again, “Are you sure 
that you ever were truly born again?” 

She answered, “Yes, I came to Jesus 
when I was about twelve, but I’ve wasted 
my life!” Then she began to cry. Her 
uncle, knowing that she was very weak, 
prayed with her and then left. But he 
visited her as often as he could before 
her death. On one of his last visits 
Jean said, “I feel most unhappy about 
my life. I know the Lord will take me 
to Heaven because I have been redeemed 
by His precious ‘blood. But I would 
give anything in the world to live my 
life over, and make it really count for 
Christ! I want you to tell young people 
everywhere how I felt when I came to 
die. It may be that someone, hearing 
how sad I am to have wasted my life, 
will decide not to waste his, and so 
will dedicate himself to Christ. Then 
the Lord might count that I did some- 
thing for Him!” 

Jean passed away peacefully, know- 
ing that her Saviour had borne her sins 
on the cross, but she wished—till her 
last hour on earth—that she had lived 
for Him here. 

Our Scripture lesson today is Matthew 
25:14-30. As we read these verses I 
want you to think of the joy there was 
in the hearts of the faithful servants 
when they heard the words of praise 
from their Lord. The wicked servant 
in this parable proves by what he said 
‘about the Lord that he never knew 
Him. Since I believe that all of us 
here this morning have been born again, 
let us think about the two kinds of 
Christians the Bible tells of: Those who 
live much like the unsaved and who 
will “be ashamed before him at his 
coming” (1 John 2:28); and those who 
present their bodies to Him and so use 
all their talents for Him. The Apostle 
Paul who wrote Romans 12:1 by inspira- 
‘tion is a wonderful example of one who 
did what it asks. Before he left this 
world he did not say, “I’ve wasted my 
life.” He said, “I have fought a good 
fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). Some day 
we will hear the Lord say to him, the 
words addressed here to the faithful 
servants. Will He be able to say those 
words to us? 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 845) 
1. They failed to practice the truth 
they professed. 
2. Trustee. 
3. Christ. 
4. His goods. 
5. Their individual ability. 
6. At the return of the master. 
7. Because approval was given on the 


- basis of his faithful use of the two tal- 


ents he was given. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Using What We Have 
(Matt. 25:14-29) 
T WAS story day with the Lord Jesus 
—the last day of His stories for all 
the people—just about the last story. It 
is a good story for us to act out in three 
scenes. 

The story begins with a rich nobleman 
who had to go to a faraway country in 
the days when there were no planes or 
jets or fast ships. He would be gone a 
long time. (Who would like to be the 
nobleman?) Someone had to take care 
of his business while he was gone. There 
were three capable servants who could 
manage part of it. He would trust them. 
(Who will be the servants?) 

Let us read the story and plan the 
action of the first scene. We may call 
a talent a million dollars, for it was a 
large sum of money in those days. 
(Read, discuss the action and probable 
words of the actors in Matt. 25:14, 
15. Then the children may dramatize it 
in simple form. Scarves may be used 
for turbans or headdresses to give an 
Oriental flavor. Play money may be 
used, or bags with the right number of 
pennies.) 

For the second scene (vv. 16-18) you 
must use your imagination and suggest 
what kind of business the first and sec- 
ond servants may have gone into. Did 
one buy rugs or hire girls to make them, 
and then sell them in his little hired 
shop on a busy street? Perhaps one 
went into the ranch business with large 
flocks of sheep, and sold the wool and 
lambs. These two servants were busy 
enough with their work and planning 
how to do more and more with the 
money they made. The third took it 
easy and had a vacation while his mas- 
ter was gone. What did he do with his 
money? (In dramatizing this scene the 
first two servants may take their money 
and go. They could first make conver- 
sation to bring out their plans for its 
use. The conduct of the third servant 
may be acted out.) 

Now comes the third scene months, 
years later. Business must be closed up 
and an account given to the master 
(vv. 19-29). The conversation is all 
there. It is an easy scene to picture. 

The Lord Jesus did not tell this story 
just to entertain us. His stories always 
had a hidden meaning about life. He 
Himself is the nobleman gone to a far 
country—where? We are the servants 
He has left here to do business for Him. 
Will He come back? Will we have to 
8ive account some time?. 

What has He given us to use for Him? 
Draw on the blackboard five moneybags 
or rectangles to represent paper money. 
Print on the first bag: BODY. How 
must we use this treasure to make it 
better for Him? Read 1 Corinthians 6: 
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19, 20. (Draw arrows to the bag with 
the words: good food, healthy drinks, 
exercise, and so forth.) Do you know 
what happens when an arm or a leg is 
in a cast for a long time and not used? 
Here is another talent the Lord has 
given you boys and girls. (Print BE- 
HAVIOR on the next bag, and on 
arrows: at church, at parties, at home, 
at school, at play. Read Col. 3:16, 20-25; 
1 Pet. 2:13-15, 17-20.) Another treasure: 
ABILITIES. (Jas. 1:17; John 21:15; 
1 Sam. 12:23; Col. 3:17. Drawing, sing- 
ing, sewing, helping others, teaching, 
prayer. Include the talents of your in- 
dividual pupils.) Still other valuables 
the Lord has given us to use are: ‘TIME 
(Bible reading, prayer, Sunday. Exod. 
20:8-10), MONEY (Hag. 2:8; Mal. 3:10. 
Allowance, earned, gifts.) 

Practice being faithful with these 
things, and the Lord will let you have 
larger opportunities to serve Him. “He 
that is faithful in that which is least is 
faithful also in much: and he that is 
unjust in the least is unjust also in 
much” (Luke 16:10, Memory Verse). 

Orono, MAINE. 


Me 
Why Celebrate the Reformation? 


(Continued from page 841) 


be heard, certainly before he thought 
he was ready to be heard. 

To this fact were added to the Ref- 
ormation movement contributions from 
political and from economic sources. 
God’s providence deals with every area 
of life. In fact the Gospel, the message 
of the Bible, has most important things 
to say about all the elements that enter 
into civilization, into the culture in 
which we live. We neglect the reach 
of the Bible into all of life at our peril: 

In Luther’s case he was granted free- 
dom to speak and to propagate his 
news by the ruler of the state in which 
he lived, Frederick the Wise, Elector 
of Saxony. It is not at all clear that 
Frederick recognized it, but he was act- 
ing in accordance with the Scriptural 
principle that the state should not inter- 
fere with the propagation of religious 
views but should give full freedom of 
religion. That means not only freedom 
to worship, as in contemporary Russia, 
but also freedom to teach and propagate, 
freedoms that do not exist in con- 
temporary Russia. -Such freedom was 
vital to the success of the Protestant 
Reformation. 

The Reformation was also assisted 
by economic factors. The medieval 
feudal system was breaking up and 
freedom of movement for people was 
increasingly possible for larger and 
larger numbers. This was important 
in the dissemination of ideas. But any 
notion that the Reformation was pri- 
marily a political or economic move- 
ment is erroneous. It was the great 
triumph of spiritual freedom—the right 
of the individual to hear directly from 
God in the Bible His offer of pardon 
and to accept directly from God the 
gracious offer of forgiveness. 

The heart of the Reformation has 
been expressed in two great principles. 
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The first limits the source of God’s 
truth. The Bible, and the Bible alone, 
is the revelation of the truth of God. 
Everything necessary for Christian liv- 


ing is contained in it. The second 
principle states the central truth of the 
Gospel. Justification before God is 
given to any man not because of his 
works, but when he accepts by faith 
the free offer of forgiveness on the 
basis of the work of Jesus Christ. 

Those two principles leaped from 
country to country in Europe and freed 
millions of people from bondage to un- 
truth in religion. It happened about 
four hundred and fifty years ago. It 
was the result of the work of God in 
the heart of many men, beginning with 
Martin Luther but going on through 
others in uncounted numbers. 

Today we live in an utterly different 
world from the world of the Protestant 
Reformation. The world of the Ref- 
ormation was the medieval world. In 
the middle of the seventeenth century 
a new world began. It was largely the 
result of great and rapid advances in 
natural science. We have lived in it 
ever since, but there are some indi- 
cations that it may now be coming to 
an end. We have called it the modern 
world. Its problems are often very 
different from those of Reformation 
times. 

The truth as God knows it never 
changes, but we can and should be al- 
ways learning more of it. Our minds 
are finite and understand only limited 
amounts of it. As we learn more, how- 


we have learned in the past. 

The things that were learned in the 
Reformation period need constantly to 
be applied to new conditions. It is 
always true that the Bible and only 
the Bible is our final authority. The 
Roman Catholic Church still wants to 
add other authorities to the Bible. We 
must continue to reject tradition, the 
Church, the Pope, as other sources of 
God’s truth alongside the Bible. 

In Luther’s day no one thought of 
accepting part of what a book of the 
Bible says and rejecting the rest. Now 
that is a popular idea. Disciples of 
Karl Barth want to limit the Word of 
God to that which speaks to them at 
any given minute. Others reject the 
parts of the Bible that they in their 
own judgment think are not worthy 
of acceptance. Some want to add to 
the Bible the “leading” of God in the 
Christian’s heart as though God were 
still giving inspired revelation now as 
He did to the prophets and apostles 
and men of God who were the human 
authors of the Bible. All of these ad- 
ditions and subtractions must be re- 
jected. 

We have made progress since the 
Reformation in studying the Bible. We 
now know more about its purpose. For 
example, we know that everything in 
the Bible is true but that the Bible 
is not meant to make other books un- 
necessary. It cannot, for example, be 
satisfactorily used as a textbook for 
the study of natural science. If we 





ever, it is important not to forget what try to use it for that we will fall into 


serious error. It was not designed to 
teach science. The references that it 
makes to natural science are put in 
language that was intelligible to the 
people when it was written as well ag 
to us today. If it was to be understood, 
it had to avoid scientific terminology 
that had not yet been developed. 

The Roman Catholic Church is stil] 
actively teaching that we need to sup- 
plement the grace of God with our 
good works in order to be ready for 
Heaven. This is no more true now than 
it was in the time of the Reformation. 
Many Protestants teach essentially the 
same thing. Christianity gives us a 
good moral code, the best one yet dis- 
covered. If a man follows it as well 
as he can, he is a Christian. If he does 
not try, he is not a Christian. Luther 
and Calvin and all the great Reformers 
said that God saves us. We do not 
save ourselves by anything that we do. 
That is just as true now as it was then. 

When we are saved, however, we re- 
joice in the commands of God. They 
“are not grievous” (1 John 5:3). The 
meaning of many of them has been 
discovered since the Reformation. As 
we saw, the Reformation made a little 
beginning with the truth that the state 
may not limit the freedom of religion. 
Now we know that more clearly ‘than 
Christians did then. The state exists 
to prevent evil conduct, for example, 
as Paul points out in Romans 13:3, 
but it is not there to stamp out false 
religion and encourage true. Paul 
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never asked the Roman Empire to abol- 
ish the teaching of the Pharisees al- 
though he opposed it constantly. He 
never asked the state to destroy pagan 
temples although he preached against 
paganism. ,He looked to the state only 
for freedom to carry on his missionary 
work. 

Spiritual truth cannot be inculcated 
by force. Jesus and the apostles, as 
well as the leaders of the Old Testa- 
ment people of God, never tried to 
change a man’s heart by external force. 
It cannot be done. The civil and re- 
ligious liberties that have been won 
since the Reformation are solidly in 
accord with Scripture and any threats 
against them, from the Roman Catholic 
Church, from Soviet Communism, or 
from any other source, must be repelled. 

However, we cannot rest content 
with guarding and protecting our situ- 
ation as a great heritage of the 
Reformation. More truth has been 
learned since then, but we cannot even 
rest content with guarding that. As 
Fortunatus said long ago, “The banners 
of the king go forward,” and in spite 
of the theological fashions of today, 
truth is important in religion and must 
be advanced. The basic interpretation 
of the world, acceptable to nearly every 
non-Christian today, is that of evolu- 
tionary progress. It is a legacy of the 
nineteenth century especially, unknown 
as. a living threat to the Reformers. 
How'is it to be related to the Bible? 
How does it fit in with the Biblical 
doctrine of creation? Or does it? An 
easy brush-off answer will not do. It 
requires some hard thinking. Who, in 
the humble spirit of the Reformers, will 
wrestle with today’s problems as 
Luther, Calvin and their colleagues did 
with theirs? They did not flee from 
them. They wrestled with them. Who 
follows in their train? 


Salvation 
(Continued from page 843) 


the Hebrews: “The Holy Ghost saith, 
To day if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts” (3:7, 8). And again 
he says, “How shall we escape, if we 
neglect so great salvation?” (2:3.) 
From all this it is clear that great: pres- 
sures are going to be exerted against 
any man to whom the word of the Gos- 
pel has come. He will be tempted to 
delay, to procrastinate, to presume 
upon the continuing of the day of 
Grace. He will be tempted to neglect 
the Salvation so freely offered, imagin- 
ing that at any time he chooses he will 
be able to obtain it. But you will not 
find that in the Bible. Always the call 
is for immediate action. “Now is the 
accepted time; behold, now is the day 
of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). .There is 
danger in delay. God said to Noah, 
“My spirit shall not always strive with 
man” (Gen. 6:3). And all the warnings 
and entreaties of the Word of God de- 
e the same to this generation. It is 
folly to trifle with God. 
But, you ask, what must I do? Well, 
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- sworn their destruction. 


listen once more to Paul as he answers 
this very question of the Philippian 
jailer: “Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Acts 16:31). That is what you 
must do. This is the action that God 
waits for—the action of faith. And: 
faith demands every energy of your 
total personality. True faith is a tre- 
mendous act. True faith is always evi- 
denced by eager striving after Christ. 
To believe in Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and to yield yourself to Him as Lord 
is an irrevocable and a shattering ex- 
perience. But that is the only way 
whereby you may enter into life. “The 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ. our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). If this 
wonderful plan of salvation is to be 
Possessed and rejoiced in, you must 
accept it in the way God appoints. 
The Gospel is “the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth” 
(1:16). “He that believeth on the Son 
hath everlasting life” (John 3:36). 





Condensed from Enter Into Life, to be pub- 
lished November 1, by Wm. } ans 
Publishing Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., by 
permission. 

we 


Grand Old Reformation Hymn 
(Continued from page 843) 


Friends of the new religious movement 
who had been forced to flee for their 
lives found freedom and shelter in this 
old city. 

To live in such touch-and-go times 
must have called for calm nerves. 
Those early Protestants knew they were 
ringed about with enemies who had 
Reports from 
the world outside were enough to make 
timid souls tremble, for even in Scot- 
land, which later became a stronghold 
of the Reformed faith, the Roman Cath- 
olic sovereign, Queen Mary, was trying 
to uproot the Dissenters by the most 
ruthless measures. 

But no matter how dismaying the 
rumors, they did not seem to cause 
John Calvin any qualms. With his 
growing following, he went. serenely 
about his business; and community life, 
taking after its leader, followed a defi- 
nite religious pattern. 

Strangers who came to Geneva got 
a surprise. Every day, weekdays and 
Sundays alike, a service was held in 
the churches. A bell would toll, and 
at the first note the merchants would 
rush to close the shutters of their shops. 
Soon they would all be part of the 
throng wending their way in silence to 
the various meetinghouses. 

The stranger would surely have no- 
ticed one curious thing about these 
worshipers. One and all carried a small 
black book. This small volume was 
none other than the celebrated Geneva 
Psalter—the Book of Psalms with the 
verses arranged metrically for singing. 
Probably no printed hymnal ever 
played a more important part in a re- 
ligious movement’s growth. Hymns in 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





SIXTH INTERNATIONAL STUDENT 
MISSIONARY CONVENTION 


Dec. 27-31, 1961 
University of Illinois, Champaign-Urbana 
PRAY for students ... HELP students attend 
Write Convention Director, Dept. S 
1519 N. Astor St., Chicago 10, Hl. 


inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
‘Reaching tomorrow’s leaders for Christ’ 


SUPPOSE GOD WANTS YOU 


TO KNOW that it is one of the chief projects of 
that old deluder, Satan, to keep Negroes from a 
knowledge of salvation. 

TO THANK God for the fact that what is done 
for the Gospel of Christ among Negroes hinders 
Communism, even on the mission field. 

TO REALIZE that our faculty and workers long 
to be your Gospel laborers in this very fruitful field. 
TO ENCOURAGE this work of God in our Day 
School, Night School and Bible lessons to Africa. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


FLORIDA 
Three of the best lots in Florida, 75 x 393 
feet each. High, rich garden soil, on smooth 
macadam near Silver Springs. $1800 each 
or $4,400 cash for all three. 
Dr. J. E. McKee, Rock Stream, N. Y. 











PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR 
y.) AV D LOW a, Af “ 


AR REDINGTON & Co. 
DEPT. TOR, SCRANTON 2, PA. 





NE 











the modern style were to come many 
years later; but, meanwhile, congre- 
gational singing became a fact when 
these devout assemblies joined their 
voices in the beautiful songs of David. 

How did this primitive hymnbook 
have its origin?. The story goes that 
John Calvin was so far from satisfied 
with the music that Martin Luther pro- 
vided his congregations that he asked 
his old friend, Louis Bourgeois, another 
Paris refugee, to become his musical 
director and to bring out a “singing 
Psalter.” 

Never was there a better man for the 
job! Bourgeois was both a_ superb 
choirmaster and a talented composer. 
He not only served as master of the 
choristers and taught young children 
how to sing but he also wrote eighty- 
five different tunes for the Geneva 
Psalter. Some of these—“Old Hun- 
dredth,” “Old Hundred and Seventh,” 
“Old One Hundredth and Twenty- 
Fourth,” “Old One Hundred and Thirty- 
Fourth”—are still found in the modern 
hymnal. 

When Monsieur Bourgeois began _ his 
task, he was fortunate in having an- 
other member of the Geneva commun- 
ity as a collaborator. This was the 
Scottish parson, William Kethe. -In 
leisurely moments of reminiscence 
Kethe could have told some tales of 
hair-raising adventure, for it was only 
by the narrowest squeak that he had 
managed to elude Queen Mary’s hard- 
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riding informers and escape to the Con- 
tinent. 

Once arrived in Geneva, the refugee 
proved himself invaluable to the great 
religious cause. Whenever Calvin had 
messages to send out to other Refor- 
mation leaders, Kethe was often chosen 
for this dangerous mission. In this way 
he came to know fellow exiles in Basel, 
Strasbourg, Frankfort, and other cities. 

But Kethe’s most enduring monu- 
ment, like that of Louis Bourgeois, is 
the Geneva Psalter. He wrote at least 
twenty-five Psalm-rhymes, which were 
first _published in the Anglo-Genevan 
Psalter in 1556. One of these, “All 
People That on Earth Do Dwell,” im- 
mediately became a great favorite of 
John Calvin’s followers. Perhaps the 
most amazing thing is that, after four 
hundred years, those quaint stanzas 
still remain popular, whether sung by 
royalty or the humblest worshipers in 
church today: 


O enter then His gates with praise, 
Approach with joy His courts unto; 
Praise, laud and bless His Name always, 

For it is seemly so to do. 


POUGHKEEPSIE, N.Y. 
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Norman Stuart Townsend 


REV. NORMAN S. TOWNSEND 
died of a heart attack near Alton, 
N. H., on September 8. He was forty- 
four years old. He had been attending a 
Gordon College faculty retreat at the 
Brookwoods Camp for Boys at Alton, 
and that afternoon had been playing 
volley ball. At about supper time he 
was taken with severe chest pains and 
then was driven, on a mattress in a 
station wagon, to a hospital ten miles 
away, by Miles Strodel, son-in-law of 
Dr. Addison C. Raws of Keswick. But 
Mr. Townsend died shortly after being 
admitted to the hospital. 

For many years Mr. Townsend had 
been pastor of the Quidnessett Baptist 
Church, North Kingston, R. I, where 
a memorial service was held for him 
on September 12. The church had 
grown rapidly under his ministry and 
the Sunday school greatly increased in 
size. More recently Mr. Townsend had 
been the Eastern Representative of the 
Christian Education Department of 
Scripture Press, Wheaton, Ill.; and was 
planning to become the chaplain at 
Gordon College, Beverly Farms, Mass. 
He was a frequent speaker at the Vic- 
torious Life Conferences, both summer 








Am I bound to think of sin as God 
thinks? Most certainly. Have I no 
liberty of thinking otherwise? None. 
You may if you choose to, but the 
consequences are fearful for error is 
sin. We are not bound to think as 
man thinks. But we are bound to think 
as God thinks, not in one thing, but in 
everything. Woe to him that presumes 
to release himself from the responsibil- 
ity of receiving the whole truth of God 
and afford him license to believe or 
disbelieve at pleasure.—Horatius Bonar. 


852 (16) 


and winter, at America’s Keswick, 
Keswick Grove, N. J., and was an espe- 
cial favorite with young people. 

Norman Townsend was led to Christ 
through the ministry of the Rev. 
Richard Elvee in 1937, and engaged in 
Christian work for twenty-four years. 
The hymns sung at the memorial serv- 
ice at his request were “Nearer, Still 
Nearer” and “It Is Well with My Soul.” 
His life verse was: “But by the grace 
of God I am what I am: and his grace 
which was bestowed upon me was not 
in vain; but I laboured more abun- 
dantly than they all: yet not I, but 
the grace of God which was with me” 
(1 Cor. 15:10). 
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Daily Bible ae on the International 
Lessons, issued = International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


November 6 to 12 


Mon.—Matthew 23:1-12. 
Our Stewardship Is to God. 

As far as the teaching of the scribes 
and Pharisees followed Moses’ teaching 
it was correct; but their practice did not 
come up to their preaching, a serious 
fault every Christian needs to guard 
against. Christ exposes the pride back 
of all their works. A phylactery was “a 
prayer band consisting of short extracts 
from the law of Moses, and worn on the 
forehead or on the arm” (Davis). Be- 
fore condemning the Pharisees, see how 
closely your motives resemble theirs. 
Christ Himself is the greatest example of 
what is taught in verses 11 and 12. 


Tues.—Matthew 23:16-24. 
The Tithe Plus. 


Attention to small details at the ex- 
pense of neglect of much more impor- 
tant matters is the great mistake that 
the Lord is here exposing. Again, as in 
yesterday’s passage, Christ is rebuking 
the Pharisees for high-sounding talk and 
faulty practice. Notice the striking il- 
lustrations and figures of speech He uses, 
which always marked His teaching. 
Anise (Anethum graveolens) “is the dill, 
wrongly translated ‘anise,’ which in Bib- 
lical days was rare in Palestine” (Wini- 
fred Walker). It has been used to flavor 
foods and medicinally. What the Phari- 
sees lacked was good judgment, mercy, 
and true faith. 


Wed.—Matthew 23:25-36. 
Righteousness and eemnesiinast 
“Cleanliness is next to Godliness,” 
says an old proverb; but like many oth- 
ers it is only a half truth, for cleanli- 
ness is not Godliness. When people 
really get right with God in their hearts, 
they are almost sure to clean up their 
persons and homes. Using three illus- 
trations—cup and platter, graves, and 
tombs—Christ continues His fiery ex- 
posure of the Pharisees’ hypocrisy. 
“Whited sepulchres” are whitewashed 
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tombs, which one can see in Israel © 


this day. It was no use decorating th 
outside of the tombs if they did not 
repent of their enmity to God’s proph. 
ets and their message. The Pharisees 
were in for trouble if their hard hearts 
were not broken. 


Thurs.—Matthew 25:14-30. 
Responsible Stew 


From this parable we get our use | 
the word “talent,” to describe mer 


ability and skill. When the Lord spoke 


a talent was worth about $935. T 
story shows the importance of using { 
the best of our ability what we hay 
and can do. The man who hid { 
money is like a church member : 
says he cannot do anything for G 
One of the lamest excuses this writ 
as superintendent, every heard, was th 
of a capable Christian man who refus 
to teach because he said he wante : 
give others a chance. Would you 
like to hear, when you meet the 
“Well done, good and faithful serv 


Fri.—Luke 16:10-15. 
Consistent in Faith 

“Faithful in that which is least” mi 
apply to tightening a nut inside a @ 
washing clothes and dishes clean, ket 
ing accounts accurately, telling the tr 
at all times to everyone, returning ff 
cents too much change to a storekeep 
faithfully conveying the meaning a 
hymn by the way you play it, 
careful of your conversation at the tab 
keeping your room neat. If you 
Christ the pre-eminence and keep yo 
heart right with God, outward thi 
will fall into the right place. 


Sat.—Matthew 19:16-26. 
A Rejected Opportu 
Questions were often the means tf 
Lord Jesus used to force others to & 
the truth. He put a dilemma before # 
man: he must see that Christ is Go 
or He is not good, for He claimed de 
That is, He could not be dishonest ai 
God at the same time. The Lord Jes 
was not here teaching that everyol 
rich and poor, must sell everything & 
has, but -rather that he must not ] 
anything come between him and G 
He knew that this man’s money st 
between them. It may be somethi 
else in your life. But He. can help y 
to put it away, for “with God all thi 
are possible.” ; 


Sun.—Matthew 5:1-16. 
A Living Ex: 

Here we have what are called ” 
Beatitudes, from the word “bless 
used nine times. It means “hap 
and so anyone would be if he pract 
these virtues at all times. Most of th 
are contrary to the spirit of the we 
It is rather interesting that there 
nine occurrences of “blessed” here, af 
“the fruit of the Spirit is” ninefold (Gé 
5:22, 23). Just as good salt makes 10 
savory, and light drives away darkness 
so these virtues give us strength, wh 
makes. life more interesting for 
selves and others whom we influe 
and brightens our lives so that wet 
help others. 
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